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This concept of style in Japanese is extremely complex and constitutes one of the most difficult fea-
tures of the language for the foreigner to master. It requires constant attention, for there is no neutral
style in the Japanese language. While for a given situation one style may be more appropriate, ex-
pected, normal, and unmarked, that same style will be most inappropriate and surprising if used in
some other situations. Of course every language reflects stylistic differences (consider English ‘How
do you do?’ versus ‘Hi!', which are certainly not interchangeable) but the pervasiveness of the differ-
ences in Japanese is overwhelming.
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Appendices
fHe%1: FRTAE - FRAE

Pre-viewing Survey

1. Your Particular F/M Age
Did you take LAJ2202 last semester? YES / NO
Ist language 2nd 3rd
Do you often watch Japanese media (film, drama, anime, etc.) ? YES / NO

Have you been to Japan? YES/NO Ifyes, fill in below:

Duration: Purpose

2. Have you seen the Japanese drama “Yamatonadeshiko” before? YES / NO
3. Have you ever heard about 3% (17> Z: Polite expressions) ? YES / NO

4. Please write whatever you know about 4{(GE.

5. Please circle one of the numbers between 1 and 5 and write the reasons as details as
possible.

Not at all Very much
- I want to learn about®{ 3 1-2-3-4-5
Reasons
Not at all Very much
- I think #% is difficult 1-2-3-4-5
Reasons
Not at all Very much
- I want to master A{GEE 1-2-3-4-5

Reasons
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Post-viewing Survey
1. Your Particular F/M Age

Did you take LAJ2202 last semester? YES / NO

Ist language 2nd 3rd

Do you often watch Japanese media (drama or/and anime) ? YES / NO
If you have been to Japan, please fill in below:
Duration: Purpose

2. Please write whatever you know about #{EE(17 V) 2).

3. Please circle one of the numbers between 1 and 5 and write the reasons as details as possible.

Not at all Very much
- I want to learn about®{ 3 1-2-3-4-5
Reasons
Not at all Very much
- I think #% is difficult 1-2-3-4-5
Reasons
Not at all Very much
- I want to master A{GE 1-2-3-4-5
Reasons

- Watching 7 L £’ Drama ‘Yamatonadeshiko’ had an impact on my learning ##5(17 V> ) (polite expres-
sions.)?
Not at all Very much
1—2-3-4-5
Reasons

- Watching 7 L & Drama ‘Yamatonadeshiko’ had an impact on my learning Japanese culture.

Not at all Very much
1-2-3-4-5
Reasons
ek 2: #R7
FR71
QI. Please fill in ( ) in the task sheet.

Q2. Various words are used to mean ‘father’ in this drama. Who used each word to whom?

B Who? To whom?
BL Who? To whom?
BRI A Who? To whom?

BRE A Who? To whom?



HATLREN B 572D DT L E KT~ DiEH
Q3. What are the differences among these words?

FAHE
BL
BRI A
BB A

Q4. In the last scene where B1-(S < & Z) was talking to BRI (35 5 371F), she swiftly
shifted her speech styles from plain to polite. Why do you think she did so?

Q5. Let’s note how to express the following scripts using ‘causative’ expressions.
“No, please let me call you ‘Otoosama’.”
“Are you making your father to do this kind of things?”
“I made a car waiting for me outside.”

“I am sorry, I made you lie”

Q6. Please fill in in the task sheet.

Q7. In Scene 2, why does #7-(& < & Z) addresses her own father 33404k ?

Q8. In Scene 3, why does £ 1-(& < 5 Z) switches from 334045 2 to B H % A to address
his father?

351
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f+83: X7 U7 b

Speech Styles in a Japanese TV Drama “Yamatonadeshiko”

Scene 1: %L‘Lff;’i‘::% 0:50-1:33 PR E 228
O%Jéﬁ){: Erotz, ok ( ) 1z oo
DI, T DR M Esr
P S<HT EwHEx
CI SET-OT=0Iz, 2 i (urgent- | —
ly) fiis N .
#M0 T, MOMECRELT__ | BRI
25T,
B vz, ( ) b E | B BT ( ) TY,
____DERLAILTETND,
Scene2: AEDA] 1:00
W ( ) B A - e
B BALSDTE, ( ) o
R8I ! ( ) IRAMM T RV E B,
( ) Tsx. ( ) T,
Scene3: 7z 036
BT ( )
o ( ) ERER( ) &
______ L T S G A —
R:R-THNDED ! B, 1#s !
B b iziznnrizno,
B Az e ( YL ATEIN N DD AR L,

B b bAh, HEHESALRBIET DT,
Scene 4 : E+ER 1:23

" :o( ) = S ? O FhCcLTH, 7
HOR: YO D2 ( ) T»- » -
TR - BiE-E o T, Ihot-b,
B ( ) TY, Al CH, AHILERETE R, BOftE
FORE b 9. B0 A(condition) ERT AT
ATT D, FOR:  HARITBEFSADI L EELT
B ( )V BCREREDT . ATTHO,
_____________ o MR T, LEJ, | o, FEVDOTHERNIZ
FOR : £HTTh, ( ) I xC__ bk,
AT B < FADR : E 5, WA -
BT OR WRH, Tomh T, | S5FEFNOTH .
T, INRE 8:35
?J . %) 5777/\/,6‘3‘7530%{%if *%¥_ ( ) . iy)/uo
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Summary

One of the most difficult goals for learners of Japanese is to master keigo (polite language),
which is a complex linguistic and socio-cultural phenomenon, but indispensable in any social con-
text. In order to be able to master keigo, a vast amount of knowledge and skills, such as identifica-
tion of cultural patterns and understanding of social, psychological and situational contexts, as
well as the motivation to learn socio-culturally appropriate behavior are required. However, due to
the basic function of keigo that creates a social hierarchy or rank, some resistance or mismatched
cultural expectations can be seen among learners of Japanese. This article addresses such issues
and reports on a practical study that attempted to raise socio-cultural awareness as well as the sig-
nificance of keigo as ‘expressing self’ through the contextual analysis of a TV drama as an intro-
duction to keigo for Japanese elementary level learners.

The present study was conducted with 44 bilingual English and Chinese speaking university
students in Singapore. Twenty five minutes of TV drama edited down from a 12-hour drama series
were used for viewing. In addition, task sheets, focusing on ‘address terms’ and ‘speech styles,’ as
well as transcripts where target expressions are left blank, were developed and used as teaching
materials in three lectures over a six-week period. Field notes about the discussion and feedback
sessions after each class were taken and pre- and post-surveys were conducted to investigate learn-
ers’ knowledge and changes in their perceptions and understanding of keigo.

The results revealed that elementary learners had some knowledge about keigo even prior to
the formal teaching of keigo, but they tended to misunderstand that keigo is only used in business
contexts and they linked the necessity of learning of keigo as to their plans to work for a Japanese
company in the future. The results also indicated that the TV materials helped them to understand
that keigo is widely used in various social contexts and it provides insights into speakers’ treat-
ments of the situation, feelings and attitudes toward listeners, speakers’ identity, and so forth. Be-
sides this, the article reports on the outcome of the practice, and discusses the teaching implica-
tions for keigo education, focusing on effective ways to use media materials for raising socio-
cultural awareness. Through the discussion, the article argues that keigo is about much more than
creating social differences and has referential functions that express ‘self.” Thus, it is important to
raise learners’ awareness about these aspects of keigo, which tend to be neglected in current teach-
ing practice.
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