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Summary in English

The number of foreign migrants in Japan has increased tremendously, with the number of foreigners
residing in Japan reaching 2,011,555 in 2005. Currently, there are insufficient opportunities for them to
receive Japanese language education. This paper aims to describe the current situation of Japanese
language education system for foreign migrants in Japan and to propose a program of Japanese
language education to meet this need.

First of all, it proposes that such a program must allow for learners to acquire not just the language, but
should also include the knowledge necessary for life in Japan (such as culture and customs) and for
integration into the Japanese community, for the foreign resident is a member of this community.

The proposed program involves both Japanese native speakers and foreign migrants as subjects of
learning and in the classroom. It will allow for authentic communication in the classroom. Furthermore,
native Japanese volunteers will be able to interact with migrant learners and to learn how to adapt their
language to communicate with non-native speakers of Japanese.

The paper also provides an example of activities which is suitable for such a program involving
volunteer groups. This activity is designed to allow Japanese native speakers and foreign migrants to
actually understand the differences between their cultures through communicating with one another.
The present proposal thus takes a different approach from current Japanese language education.
However, if the goals of this proposal can be achieved, then a new multi-cultural and symbiotic society
comprising both foreign migrants and Japanese residents will result.



