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1. “blike ‘p’ in speak (unaspirated, voiceless)”
2. “-ng (final) a nasalised sound like the ‘ng’ in ‘bang” without pronouncing the ‘g’”

BEAh, AEA AT T, 6 BV R AT B, .

3. “Unlike most English dictionaries, in which entries are arranged alphabetically, Chinese diction-
aries are organized in a number of different ways ...”

4. “Chinese differ from alphabetic languages in that its written form is not directly related to its pro-
nunciation...”
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c1
Content should focus more on the usage of the language in Singapore.

I think the topics should be more relevant to our daily lives. I do not find knowing more about the cul-
ture useful even though it’s interesting to know.

It would be better if it was put in a Singapore context.
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Summary in English

Starting from the 1990s, enthusiasm for the learning of Chinese has grown immensely and is
still continuing to grow. The Office of Chinese Language Council International (known colloqui-
ally as "Hanban"), an organ of the PRC government which develops Chinese language and culture
teaching resources worldwide, has established 322 Confucius Institute and 369 Confucius Class-
rooms in 96 countries by October 2010. As a result, relevant issues pertaining to the learning of
Chinese as a foreign language are eagerly discussed and addressed. Professionals in this field have
seen the urgent need in developing teachers and teaching materials to meet the requirements of the
times. The Chinese Language Programme of the Centre for Language Studies at the National Uni-
versity of Singapore recently adopted the long-existing and widely-used textbook series, New
Practical Chinese Reader. This book review intends to share insights about the application of New
Practical Chinese Reader 1 in the local context, discuss some issues of concern that may arise from
importing teaching materials from other countries, as well as suggest possible solutions and im-
provements.

Firstly, this review finds that the textbook’s aim of applying a communicative approach taken
is well-achieved by the design of the comparative and cyclical arrangement with the constant re-
view of language structures and functions as well as important cultural information. In general,
learners in the beginning Chinese modules experience a sense of achievement which strengthens
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their motivation. They also demonstrate the desired proficiency in daily conversations after the
designated learning period.

Secondly, this review finds that the systematic study of Chinese characters in New Practical
Chinese Reader 1 effectively helps beginners to establish a strong foundation for further study.
The incorporation of the visual element (i.e. the drawing of character origins) in teaching charac-
ters in this new series represents a welcome step forward from the earlier series. Learners demon-
strate a better grasp of the rules of formation and a stronger understanding of the derivation of
meanings.

Thirdly, the multimedia components of this textbook series, including the audio recordings and
the DVD, increase students’ interest and improve their understanding of social appropriateness in
applying the language.

This book review also points out some problems. They include the applicability of the book to
the Singapore context, the lack of sufficient linkage in meanings from single-component characters
to multi-component ones, and sequential mistakes in editing.



