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Summary in English
(English Title: Perspectives on the Current and Future Situation of Informal Institutions for
Korean Language Learning in China)

Informal institutions for Korean language learning have had a history of 18 years since August,
1992, when China and South Korea established diplomatic relations. Although it is only a short
period, the achievement is remarkable. The rapid development benefits from all kinds of advanta-
geous social elements, especially from increasing investments by Korea in China and the frequent
trade contacts between the two countries since diplomatic relations were established. Up to now,
specialist departments of Korean language have been established in more than 80 formal Four-
Year Universities in China. The competition among these departments is getting fiercer by the day.
The number of Korean language programs offered by informal institutions, including Three-Year
Bachelor’s degree programs, has grown rapidly to more than 120 in number. In addition, im-
provement in the quality of teaching and management system makes them a force to be reckoned
with. What is remarkable is not just the number of graduates they produce but the increasing lan-
guage proficiency they attain. Employment prospects have similarly improved.
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Undoubtedly, this educational model still faces many different problems, especially in setting
up the subject, offering new courses, finding teacher resources and reforming the teaching mate-
rials. Furthermore, informal institutions — much like formal institutions for Korean language — are
growing too quickly, leading to the formation of a bubble situation, while the employment oppor-
tunities may actually be decreasing proportionately owing to the current unfavorable social and
economic situation. It is thus of great urgency that the management of such institutions should be
reinforced in search of a more sustainable model suited to the actual situation.

This paper provides a comprehensive discussion of the current situation and problems facing
informal institutions for Korean language learning, focusing primarily on Shandong Province, and
puts forward a proposal for the further development of Korean language education.



